From the President

Our 20" Anniversary Celebration was well attended, food
was good and the comedy show made many laugh.

Current and former members enjoying the festive dinner.

Thanks to the Ackert family for selecting the decorations,
making the room look festive and helping with clean-up.
Hope all noticed the comet. Thanks to the Gudzevich
family for pictures, movies, decorating and clean-up.
Thanks to the Foy family for food, drinks, set-up and clean-
up. Sarah Smyth coordinated desserts and helped serve
food. Dan Smoody worked hard to make coffee. The
comedy show by Bob Seibel was very funny. | particularly
enjoyed the story about donating clothes. Thanks to all
other who helped at the 20™ Anniversary Celebration!

We had plenty of food. In fact, alot was left over. This was
donated to a home for women in need of help.

National Astronomy Day for 2009 is Saturday May 2. Asin
past years, we are sponsoring a star party at the Ipswich

River Wildlife Sanctuary (IRWS). Gary Meehan is giving a
program and volunteers with telescopes are needed starting
about 8 PM. | would encourage club members so inclined to
sponsor a local “guerilla astronomy” session May 2™ and
provide an opportunity for the public to look through a
telescope.

Two of our founding members, Illane Walberg and Dennis
Gudzevich share a table along with family and members.

Now that the snow has melted, look for announcements
from club members that they are observing at Veasey, Dark
Park or IRWS. Come join them (us) for a night of
observing, astrophotography, and conversation.

If you have questions or comments email me: jefoy at
comcast.net.

James Foy,
President

Professional comedian and founding member, Bob Siebel,
kept the group in stitches with is comedy act.



NSAAC Annual Picnic — Save The Date

The 2009 Annual Club Picnic will be held aKevin Ackert’s
house in Billerica on Saturday, July 18, rain date Sunday,
July 19. Bring towel and bathing trunks if you want to jump
in the pool. We'll have burgers, hot dogs, sdads and non-
alcohol drinks. Fed free to bring something if you'd like.
Solar observing from the driveway and games in the back
yard. I'll need to know about a week before the date how
many will be attending.

Kevin Ackert

2009 M ember ship Dues

If your 2009 dues are not yet paid, they are past due.
Members who are not in good standing by the June Board
of Directors meeting date will have their status set to
“Former” and member privileges will be dropped.

Our current membership statusis sixty in good standing and
forty-six unpaid. Dues can be paid at either the May or June
business meeting, or by mailing to the address below.

Membership dues for 2009 are $20.00

If you joined the club after October 31, 2008, your
dues are not due until March of 2010. If you are
unsure of when you joined and whether you owe,
check with me before paying.

If none of your information or club options have
changed, you do not need to include a renewal
form with payment. If your information has
changed, please download a renewa form from our
website.

If you pay with cash at the meeting, attach a note to
your check with your name on it, or, write your
name on the bill. Cash payments with no name
attached will not be accepted.

If you send your payment via US Mail, the address
is NSAAC, c/o Veasey Memoria Park, 201
Washington St., Groveland, MA 01834-2007

Questions about your dues can be sent to treasurer
at nsaac.org

Kevin Ackert,
Treasurer
Young Astronomer Program

On April 25" we'll award telescopes, binoculars, and
accessories to three very enthusiastic Y oung Astronomers,

two from the Bradford Elementary School and one from a
town near Lake George, for their essay submissions to the
program. Once again it is clear to me that this program is
about quality, not quantity, asit is obvious from their essays
and the teachers supporting statements that we have
connected with youngsters who are genuinely enthusiastic
about astronomy. One of them had chosen Astronomy as
one of her career choices prior to hearing of the contest.
Another had her essay completed within days of hearing
about the program back in January. The awards date is
Saturday, April 25 at 1:00 PM in the afternoon. | welcome
anyoneto join usthere to present the awards.

The essays and pictures will be published once permission
is received from the parents. In the month’s ahead we'll be
getting feedback from schools and planning next year's
program.

Kevin Ackert

Minutes of the NSAAC Business Mesting,
April 3" 2009

President Foy called the April Business Meeting of the
NSAAC to order at 8:08PM. There were 8 members
present plus 4 Board members. There was an officia
quorum.

Secretary: The Minutes of the March business meeting
were approved by acclamation.

Treasurer:

Treasurer gave an abbreviated report. We are solvent. The
treasurer has given the board members a copy of the year
end report and it will be approved when the board goes over
the report at the next board meeting. If there are no changes
it will be accepted by the board and entered into the official
club records.

M embership:
There were no new members since the last business

meeting. There are currently 56 members in good standing.

Early Meeting Announcements.
Open forum on the agenda after New Business.

Committee Reports:

Y oung Astronomers Program:

We received three essays from students. Kevin read them
at the meeting and has decided that they are very good, and
entertaining. We need to do a better job of identifying
contact people at the schools. Also, when the club does a
star party we should advertise the Y AP program and ask for
a contact at that school. We need to get more up to date




information as to the contact at the science department at
the schools.

Merrimack College:

Russ Pinizzotto has left Merrimack College. Kevin had 40
some visitors one night. Because of this event Kevin has
recommended that at least 2 club staffers be there to handle
the large number of people. At the moment the observatory
is closed because of a past problem with an accident and the
college wants to review the relationship between the college
and the club. Ralph Pass has said the observatory is closed
until further notice. (at press time we are open once again!)

Salem State:

The scope has been installed and just waiting for good
weather. Dennis has met with the professor of astronomy
and showed her how to use the scope. Dennis has trained
one other person to use the scope and he and Dennis are the
only ones allowed to use the scope.

Star Party Committee:

The upcoming star parties are:

Monday, April 13", High Plains Elementary School,
Andover, MA, ATMOoB, rain date 15"

Thursday, April 16" Oakland Park Ave Elementary
School, Methuen

Friday, April 17" rain date Saturday, April 18",
Chelmsford Conservation Trust.

Thursday, April 30", Marblehead Community Charter
Public School, Marblehead, MA

Saturday, May 2, IRWS, Topsfield, MA, Gary Meehan, Sun
Monday, July 27", Langley-Adams Library, Groveland,
MA

August 6", Peabody Institute Library, Danvers, MA

August 20", Flint Library, Groveland, MA

Telescope Clinic:
No activity

News, Correspondence and Upcoming Activities:
No information

Old Business:

John Tulik has renewed the Dark Park permit and we will
make copies when it is received. Kevin Ackert will send
out a PDF form on the list server to those members who
request it.

New Business.

Gary Meehan is going to organize observing at IRWS on
Friday evenings and will send out notice when this will
occur. You can contact him if interested.

There was a request from the management of VMP for
helping with the spring clean-up. Kevin suggested that we

contract Megan to see if she has any specia work for
members of the club such as painting, roofing, or wall-
boarding. Members who don’t want to participate in the
special work can volunteer for this spring work around
April 18™.

International Y ear of Astronomy istaking place in 2009 and
isagloba event initiated by the International Astronomical
Union and UNESCO to help the citizens of the world to
rediscover their place in the universe.  For more
information see the website:
http://www.astronomy2009.org. The club needs to make
some effort for this event and any ideas are welcome and
should be sent to President Jim Foy. Jim Foy would like to
have a party at Dark Park with the combined NSAAC and
GAAC clubs. The club will also set up star parties for the
public at our other venues.

The President reviewed the schedule for the 20"
anniversary celebration. The schedule was presented in the
last newdletter and is repeated here:

4-6: PM decorate and set-up Pingree Hall at VMP
6:30-7 PM Arrive
7 PM Welcome remarks (5 min)
7-8:30 PM Dinner
Fruit and cheese and crackers
Garden Salad and garlic bread
Toasted Ravioli
Chicken and eggplant Parmigiana
Chicken cacciatore over penne
Green beans
Desert and coffee
8:30 PM NSAAC History by Dennis Gudzevich
8:45-9:15 PM Comedy show

Entertainment for the evening was video No 3 of The
Astronomy Year DVDs.

Board meeting is scheduled for Tuesday April 14™ at 7:30
PM.

Meeting adjourned at 8:49 PM.

Respectively submitted,
John Habbs, Secretary NSAAC

Star Party News

The star party season now getting under way is the busiest
part of the year. We redly need volunteers for these events.
Let’s hope that we will have clear skiesfor these events.

The star party at the Salem Science night at the Witchcraft
Elementary School was attended by about 75 students and



their parents. Observing was hampered by three blinding
street lights and so views were limited to Venus and Jupiter.
Scopes were provided by Jim Bastable, Jm Foy, Bill
Drown and John Hobbs.

At the Cushman Elementary School there were about 80
students and scopes were provided by Jim Koerth, Brewster
LaMacchia, Dave LeClerc, Bill Drown, Jim Bastable, and
Jim Foy.

The NSAAC club was well represented with scopes for
Gary Meehan’s presentation at the Ipswich River Wildlife
Sanctuary. There were about 30 attendees and scopes were
provided by Jm Foy, Dave LeClerc, Ted Blank, Gary
Meehan, Bill Drown, Jm Foy, and Ginny Mills. Great
support!

See the minutes of the April business meeting for the list of
upcoming star parties.

The Star Party Committee would like to thank al the
members who have supported our star party effort and ook
forward to your continued participation in the coming
months.

John Hobbs,
Sar Party Coordinator

pstrotal|

by Jim Foy
My Recommendationsfor Starting Astrophotography

Start by reading and learning. Go to your library or
purchase books. Surf the web. The New CCD Astronomy by
Ron Wodaski is abook that | found to be very helpful. The
book provided useful information/recommendations on
selection of mounts and CCD cameras. It gave examples of
photo sessions and workflows for processing the digita
images to bring out the details. Tak to other
astrophotographers and seek advice and help.

Some websites to start with are;

Cloudy Nights Telescope Reviews
http://www.cloudynights.com (See the Forums)
Russell Croman’ s website: http://www.rc-astro.com
Jm Mist’swebsite:

http://www.mi stisoftware.com/astronomy

Robert Gendler’ s website:

http://robgendel erastropics.com/

While learning, the most rewarding way to start is by taking
photos of the moon and planets with aweb cam. Last year |
purchased a Phillips ToUcam Pro 740K from Wal-Mart (on
Wal-Mart website) for $70 and a Mogg Adapter ($50).
After spending 15 minutes fitting the adapter to the camera,
and installing the software on a laptop, | was ready to start
photographing the moon and planets.

Montes Apenninus
Of course there are many things to learn and the following
website is a good reference for al the steps needed to
capture your first photos:

http://www.astro.shoregal axy.com/webcam astro.htm

| use the freeware program Registax to process the movies.
Use of this program is the subject of next month's
Astrotalk.

James Foy

Getting to Veasey Memorial Park

From Interstate 95 north, take the Route 133 west (54B)
exit, and follow it into Georgetown Center. Go straight
through the light, now on Route 97N. Go about 1.5 miles
and take a left onto Salem Street (Tea Garden Restaurant at
this intersection). Stay on Salem Street and turn left onto
Washington Street. VMP isdown abit on theright.

Directions to all of the NSAAC observing sites are
available on our web site®“ About” page at:
http://www.nsaac.org/about.htm

Contact I nformation

For more information about the club and its activities,
contact Therese Earle, Membership Director, email:
membership at nsaac.org or contact Jim Foy, President, e-
mail president at nsaac.org.

Our club web siteis; http://www.nsaac.org.

Suggestions regarding the content of the NSAAC web site
are aways welcome; Please email webmaster at nsaac.org
with your ideas.




