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From the President 

The 20th Anniversary Celebration was discussed at the 
January Business meeting and a total of $2,000 was 
approved for purchase of food, drinks, decorations, table 
settings, etc.  Kevin Ackert will take care of decorations 
and I will purchase beverages and table settings.  Dennis 
Gudzevich and Ilane Walberg volunteered to put together a 
club history.  Search through your photos from NSAAC 
events and send photos of NSAAC members (electronic or 
paper), founding members in particular, to Dennis, Ilane or 
NSAAC Board members.  We would like to get a collection 
of these photos and make a “poster photo presentation”  for 
the 20th Celebration. 
 
NSAAC already has an active public outreach program that 
provides the opportunity for hundreds of people in our 
community to personally view the moon, a planet or deep 
sky object.  This is one of the goals of the International 
Year of Astronomy 2009 (IYA2009), so we are already 
making this happen locally.  We discussed options for 
public outreach events to support IYA2009 at the December 
Board meeting.  The plan is to sponsor an inter-club public 
event on Astronomy Day, Saturday, May 2nd.  Of course 
the weather is always a factor and the goal is to provide 
telescope observations.  So, pencil in Astronomy Week, 
4/27 to 5/2, on your calendar and look for emails on the 
club list server.  The event will be a “go”  on the first clear 
night that week. 
 
Ralph Pass gave a cool astronomy presentation titled “What 
I did on my Christmas Vacation” .  Merrimac College has 
joined a group that provides web access to various 
telescopes, mounts and cameras that are set-up for 
astrophotography.  Ralph and Russell were busy during 
their “vacation”  acquiring CCD images and these were 
assembled into a photo presentation with music.  Speaking 
of entertainment, John Boudreau periodically posts 

awesome photos of planets.  After the March business 
meeting John will give a presentation on Mercury. 
 
I regret to announce that Christopher McCarthy Jr. recently 
passed away.  To honor his memory, the club sent flowers 
and a donation to the National Kidney Foundation of 
Massachusetts. 
 
If you have questions or comments email me: jefoy at 
comcast.net 
 
James Foy, 
President 
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NSAAC Welcomes Our New Member : 

Jackie Chisholm of Medford, MA 
 
Theresa Earle, 
Membership Director 
 
 
Minutes of the NSAAC Business Meeting, 
January 2nd, 2009 

President Foy called the January Business Meeting of the 
NSAAC to order at 8:05PM.  There were 12 members 
present plus 4 Board members.  There was an official 
quorum. 
 
Secretary:  The minutes of the December business meeting 
were approved by acclamation. 
 
Treasurer: 
Treasurer gave an abbreviated report.  We are solvent.  The 
land fund CD is due for renewal and he will roll it over for 
9 months at 2.5%. 
 
Membership: 
There was one new member since the last business meeting, 
 
Early Meeting Announcements:   
Open forum on the agenda after New Business 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Young Astronomers Program: 
Mailing of the complete YAP program went out to 51 
schools on December 27. The website has been updated and 
the YAP page is running.  The board needs to come up with 
a budget that will be put in the February newsletter so it can 
be voted on at the March business meeting.   Kevin would 
like to put together a small getting started manual for the 
Dobs.  We will look online for some information. 
 
Merrimack College: 
The observatory is closed until January 7.  There was a 
water leak that buckled the floor and prevented entry into 
the room.  The floor has been repaired.  
 



Salem State: 
The observatory is now closed for the installation of the 
new Meade 12” LX 200R scope.  The scope has arrived and 
waiting for the pier adaptor. 
 
Star Party Committee: 
 
The upcoming star parties are: 
January 14, Science Night Breed School,  Lynn, MA 
February 27, Boy scouts, Steward School, Topsfield, MA 
March 12, Salem MA Science night 
March 13, Amesbury Elementary School. 
 
Telescope Clinic: 
No requests for the telescope clinic. 
 
News, Correspondence and Upcoming Activities: 
 
Old Business: 
We currently have 106 members in good standing, 
 
The President asked if anyone was interested in becoming 
the membership director. See Jim Foy if interested. 
 
New Business: 
Elections are coming up in March and we need to find a 
Chairman for the Election Committee.  Dan Smoody 
volunteered to be the chairman.   
 
The costs for printing and mailing the newsletter has 
increased and it is costing about $9.00 a member to do this.  
Therefore the board is raising the donation from $5 to $10 
for those members getting a hard copy of the newsletter. 
 
The president handed out the new business cards for the 
club. 
 
The club is loaning the last two DVD’s on Astronomy to 
the GAAC club for their use at their meetings.  
 
A motion was made and seconded to spend $2,000 for the 
20th anniversary committee.  Motion was passed 
unanimously.  Suggestions were made for writing a history 
of the club, old and new photos of club members and 
events, and a projection of where the club and astronomy 
might be 20 years from now. 
 
International Year of Astronomy is taking place in 2009 and 
is a global event initiated by the International Astronomical 
Union and UNESCO to help the citizens of the world to 
rediscover their place in the universe.  For more 
information see the website: 
http://www.astronomy2009.org.  The club needs to make 
some effort for this event and any ideas are welcome and 
should be sent to President Jim Foy.  Jim Foy would like to 

have a party at Dark Park with the combined NSAAC and 
the GAAC club.   The club will also set up star parties for 
the public at our other venues. 
 
Our coffee maker, Paul Roy, is deserting the club in the 
cold winter months and we need a volunteer to do the 
coffee and coolies in Paul Roy’s absence.  Volunteers 
please contact Jim Foy or Paul Roy. 
 
Entertainment for the evening was a talk by Ralph Pass 
entitled “What I did on my Christmas Vacation.”  
 
Board meeting is scheduled for Monday January 12th at 
7:00 PM. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:49 PM. 
 
Respectively submitted, 
John Hobbs, Secretary NSAAC 
 

Star  Par ty News 

There were no star parties in December so there are no 
details to report.  
 
The upcoming star parties are: 

·  Jan 14, Science night, Breed Elementary School, 
Lynn, MA  

·  February 27, Boy Scouts, Steward Elementary 
School, Topsfield, MA 

·  March 12, 2009, Salem MA Science night 
·  March 13, Amesbury Elementary School 

 
The Star Party Committee would like to thank all the 
members who have supported our star party effort and look 
forward to your participation in the coming months. 
 
John Hobbs, 
Star Party Coordinator 
 
 

 
 

by Barrie Sawyer 
 

Astro Goofs 
 

Bob Berman, who writes the Strange Universe column in 
Astronomy magazine, recently wrote about some 
embarrassing incidents that have befallen him over the 
years.  His confessions reminded me of two humbling 
experiences I had while observing.  They both occurred 
shortly after I had purchased a 20”  Obsession reflector.  I 



wanted to show off the capabilities of the new scope; the 
largest many of our group had ever had the opportunity to 
look through up to that point.  I selected M13 (of course) to 
wow the folks lined up to look through it.  I put in my 
13mm Nagler eyepiece and took a look.  It was awful.  The 
view was faint and mushy.  I muttered some excuses about 
the mirror not cooling down enough, the alignment being 
off, or a small undetected cloud.  Only when I got around to 
trying a different eyepiece did I notice that I had failed to 
remove the translucent cap from the nose of the eyepiece. 
 
Several months I was back at IRWS with the 20”  scope and 
feeling more confident after having a chance to practice 
using it.  I new member asked to see M37, the open cluster 
in Auriga.   I positioned the scope with the Telrad and 
looked through the finder scope.  No luck.  Curious I 
thought.  The cluster must be dimmer than I remembered.  I 
scanned the area with my lowest power eyepiece to no 
avail.  So I went back to the Telrad and started again.  Still 
no luck.  After several minutes the new member wandered 
off and I was becoming more and more frustrated.  Finally, 
I decided to check the alignment of the Telrad and the 
finder to main scope.  Both were off.  But what was really 
interesting is that they were both off in different directions.  
I don’ t know how I could have done it, though I suspect 
scope trolls.  So if you have ever made a real goof, 
remember, you are not alone.   
 
Clear skies,  
Barrie 
barrie_sawyer at yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Getting to Veasey Memor ial Park 

From Interstate 95 north, take the Route 133 west (54B) 
exit, and follow it into Georgetown Center.  Go straight 
through the light, now on Route 97N.  Go about 1.5 miles 
and take a left onto Salem Street (Tea Garden Restaurant at 
this intersection).  Stay on Salem Street and turn left onto 
Washington Street. VMP is down a bit on the right. 
Directions to all of the NSAAC observing sites are 
available on our web site©s “About”  page at:  
        http://www.nsaac.org/about.htm 
 
E-Mail L istserve 

If you have email access and are an NSAAC member in 
good standing, you may want to subscribe to the email 
notification system that Lew Gramer established for the 
Club in 1996. This is a "members only" system that places 
you in contact with other members for late breaking news 
concerning spontaneous observing activities, outings, tech 
talk, etc. You can subscribe by emailing your request to the 
address below.  Your message should look like this: 
 

To: majordomo at nsaac.org 
Subject: Email list (you can put anything here) 
Body: subscribe NSAAC Full-Name <email-address> 
 

To remove yourself from the email list, or to temporarily 
suspend delivery from the list or access your other options, 
please use our “Subscriber Settings”  Web page: 
  http://lists.nsaac.org/mailman/listinfo/nsaac#subscribers 
 
Contact Information 

For more information about the club and its activities, 
contact Therese Earle,  Membership Director, email: 
membership at nsaac.org or contact Jim Foy, President, e-
mail president at nsaac.org.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Subject: M8 Lagoon Nebulae and cluster in Sagittarius 
Photographer: John Hobbs 
Instruments:  

Williams Optics Mergez 80 fluorite triplet Super APO 
Starlight Express HX916 Monochrome Camera 
Astromick Type 2 LRGB filters 
Orion manual filter wheel 
Losmandy G11 Mount 

Exposure times: 30 minutes Hydrogen Alpha, 10 x 3 min unguided exposures 
Place: Groveland, MA, seeing very good 
Date:  August 20, 2008

 


