From the President

The date for the NSAAC 20" anniversary celebration is
Saturday April 4, 2009. Not April 9 (typo in the October
Celestial Observer). The room in Veasey, where we hold
monthly business meetings, has been reserved. We have
access to the kitchen for food preparation. Look for aletter
asking members if they plan to attend. Please make sure
you respond, so that we can get an estimate of the number
of people that plan to attend. This humber is needed so that
we can estimate the cost, publish the information in the
Celestial Observer, discuss it at the January Business
meeting and seek approval from members.

Instead of charging NSAAC for rental of the room, Veasey
proposed that the NSAAC sell a packet of 12 tickets ($15
each) to Veasey Memoria Park’s Third Annual Wine and
Art Reception on Saturday, November 8 from 5 to 8 PM.

Come Join The Fun (Maudslay State Park Star Party)

After discussion at the October business meeting, the
proposal to purchase 12 tickets and offer them to NSAAC
members at no cost was voted on and accepted. | will send
out an announcement on the club list server asking NSAAC

members interested in attending the event to contact me or a
NSAAC board member.

Two NSAAC club goals are public outreach and continuing
education of members on al aspects of amateur astronomy.
Attendance at Merrimac College Observatory and Salem
State Observatory are up compared to a year ago. We also
have severd star parties planned over the next few months.
Telescope clinics have helped severa people to learn how
to set-up and use telescopes and start observations. Thanks
to NSAAC volunteers that support these public outreach
programs.

If you have questions or comments email me: jefoy at
comcast.net.

James Foy,
President

Minutes of the NSAAC Bushess Mesting,
October 3", 2008

President Foy called the October Business Meeting of the
NSAAC to order a 8:10 PM. There were 10 members
present plus 5 Board members. There was an official
quorum.

Secretary: The minutes of the September business meeting
were approved by acclamation.

Treasurer:
We are solvent. Treasurer made a donation of $100 to the
International Dark Sky Association. Kevin transferred
$5,000 from the checking account into a CD for 11 months
at 3.25%.

M embership:
There was 1 new member since the last business meeting,

Early Meeting Announcements:
Open forum on the agenda after New Business

Committee Reports:

Y oung Astronomers Program:

Kevin will be sending out the Y AP packages to the schools.
The schedule for the event is::

Mailing deadline day March 28" Sat

Judgment day is April 4" Sat

Awards date April 25" Sat

The website needs to updated to include the new
information about the YAP program and its status. The
board needs to get a request to the members for a pre
approval for money to purchase items for the event and for
funds to cover expenses for the event.




Merrimack College:
Bill Drown and Kevin had good nights during the month
with an average of about 20 people per visit.

Salem State:

Dennis Gudzevich reported that the observatory has been
having about a dozen people at the sessions. The school has
been advertising the observatory and that accounts for the
increase in attendance. There were a couple of students
have shown some interest in helping out at the observatory.

Entertainment Report:

Jim Foy purchased the Learning Center DVD's for future
programs at future meeting. The cost was $215. We will try
to share this with the GAAC club.

Star Party Committee:

Thefollowingisalist of upcomi n% star parties for this year:
Monday, October 6" rain date 7" Fort Hill Park, Lowell,
MA.

Wednesday, October 22™, Proctor School, Topsfield, MA.
Thursday, October 23, Trahan School, Tewksbury, MA.
Nov 19" rain date Nov 20", West Elementary, Andover,
MA.

Telescope Clinic:

There was one request for help before this evening meeting
from member Lenny Simonela. Bill Drown and John
Hobbs helped him get started with his new scope.

News, Correspondence and Upcoming Activities:
Thank you note was received from the D Acers of New
Hampshire for the donation of the overhead projector.

Jm Foy received a thank you from the Essex Nationd
Heritage Commission for the clubs participation in their
Trailsand Sails event last month.

Old Business:
We currently have 101 members in good standing,

The President asked if anyone was interested in becoming
the membership director. See Jim Foy if interested.

The treasurer announced that the orders for calendars and
the RASC handbook will be placed in about one week.
Contact Kevin Ackert if you haven't placed your order yet.
There will be a few extras of each if someone is still
interested after the order is placed.

New Business.
President is going to order another 1000 club business
cards.

The 20" anniversary committee consisting of Kevin Ackert,
Jm Foy, Jm Koerth, and Ray Ferland had their first
meeting. The day of the event was set for April 4™ 2009.
The committee inquired from Veasey to reserve the room
and kitchen for that date. Veasey replied that they would
wave the cost of the room if the club agreed to sell ticketsto
the 3 Annual Veasey Wine and Art exhibit. The club
agreed to take twelve tickets and to offer them to club
members and their families for free. The $150.00 cost to
the club will offset the expense of renting the room and
kitchen for our anniversary. We will advertise the Wind
and Art Exhibit on the list server offering free tickets to
club members and their friends.

Dennis Gudzevich is going to try to contact original
members of the club.

Entertainment for the evening was outside abserving.

Board meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 14th at
7:00 PM

Mesting adjourned at 8:55 PM.

Respectively submitted,
John Habbs, Secretary NSAAC

Star Party News

The star parties at the Essex National Heritage Commission
were al washed out due to inclement weather.

Fred Sammartino gave an indoor presentation at the event
opening at Bradley Palmer State Park.

The Friday event for the Trail and Sails event at VMP was
essentially cancelled due to rain and no one showed up so
there was no presentation.

Brewster LaMacchia gave an 80 min indoor presentation at
IRWS on Saturday on aien life and exoplanets to about 11
attendees. Although the weather was bad and there was no
observing, the attendees indicated that they would look
forward to observing at alater date.

Kevin Ackert notes: The Friends of Fort Hill star party in
Lowell was held Oct 8 and was a huge success with about
100 attendees. There was plenty of telescopes and laser
guided tours to entertain. The venue on top of Fort Hill was
awonderful observing sitein spite of itsbeing in the city.



The star party list for the coming monthsis:

Thursday, October 30", Proctor School, Topsfield,
MA

November 19" with arain date of November 20",
Trahan School, Tewksbury, MA

John Hobbs,
Sar Party Coordinator

Contact | nfor mation

For more information about the club and its activities,
contact Therese Earle, Membership Director, email:
membership at nsaac.org or contact Jim Foy, President, e-
mail president at nsaac.org.

Our club web siteis; http://www.nsaac.org.

The Celestial Observer is edited by Leor Zolman.
Feedback, and member contributions are welcome. Contact:
newsletter at nsaac.org. Suggestions regarding the content
of the NSAAC web site are always welcome; Please email
webmaster at nsaac.org with your ideas.
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by Barrie Sawyer

Our Undiscovered Universe
By Terrence Witt

Our Undiscovered Universe is a book that has been heavily
advertised in both Sky and Telescope, Astronomy, Discover,
Smithsonian, etc. The book claims to have a new theory,
“Null Physics’, that explains all the great mysteries in
Physics. Normally, | would just file such an ad away with
claims for the latest super diet, tighter buns, and how |
could make millions with my new found friend in Nigeria
However, curiosity (and being laid up with a cold) got the
better of me, so | searched the internet for some more
information about Null Physics and Mr. Witt.

| tried to follow the theory as presented in his website but
quickly got bogged down. Mr. Witt uses a unique
mathematical notation to explain(?) his ideas. James
Randi’ s website has a exchange between Witt and a skeptic.
None of Witt's rebuttals to the skeptic sounded very
convincing. Among his claims are that the Big Bang never

happened and the universe is infinitely old. | came away
with the distinct impression that Mr. Witt has not
formulated a new theory of physics but moderately
consistent self-delusion. Before | began my research |
happen to read the article “Epic, ground breaking, Rocks
Science to its Core...” on science commentator Chet
Raymo's website, www.sciencemusings.com. This led me
to reread his book Skeptics and True Believers. In it
Raymo notes that one of the hallmarks of pseudoscience is
the claim that the scientific establishment is hogtile to a
particular idea because it is too wedded to the dominant
paradigm. Indeed, Mr. Witt states he has not even bothered
to submit his ideas to any peer reviewed journals. So save
yourself $59.00 (plus shipping).

As an interesting side note; a search of Terence Witt on
Amazon.com brought up a list that included “The world of
Null-A” by A. E. van Vogt (1948). This is one of the
earliest science fiction books | ever read.

Clear skies,
Barrie
barrie sawyer at yahoo.com

Jim Bastable at the Fort Hill Star Party in Lowell.



Newest club member Sean Zarella and Kevin Ackert chatting before the crowds
Arrive at the Fort Hill Star Party in Lowell.

Member Lenny Simonelli receiving assistance at the Telescope Clinic from Bill Drown and John Hobbs.



