From the President

Twenty years ago the North Shore Amateur Astronomy
Club started regular monthly meetings, sponsored member
observations and began a public outreach program. We are
in the early stages of planning a celebration for our 20"
anniversary. A generd outline of the plan is to have a
banquet at Veasey Memorial Park in the room where we
conduct our monthly business meetings. Either NSAAC
members will prepare the food or we will have the event
catered. Music will be provided by aDJ. At the September
meeting | will ask for volunteers for a sub-committee to
develop a plan and discuss proposals at business meetings.
The proposed date is the first Friday in April. Look for
future announcements and pencil in the night on your
calendar.

Prari ng or inter-club starpary

Friday July 25™, the first “annual” interclub event was held
at Halibut Point State Park as a regularly scheduled star
party open to the public. Members from the Gloucester
Area Astronomy Club (http://www.gaac.us), Amateur
Telescope Makers of Boston (http://www.atmob.org) and
NSAAC participated in the star party. Severa families
were able to view Jupiter and deep sky objects in a
telescope and ask many questions about astronomy.

Afterwards, club members took the opportunity to meet,
talk about equipment and look through the scopes.

From the beginning of the NSAAC, public outreach and
education have been two goals for the club. The Teaching
Company sells a set of 16 DVDs, “Understanding the
Universe: An Introduction to Astronomy, 2™ Edition”. A
total of 96, 30 minute lectures, taught by Alex Filipenko
cover a variety of subjects on Astronomy. The ATMOB
club sponsored meetings where this course was provided
members. The lecturer was rated as good and the program
was a success. The proposal before the NSAAC is to
purchase this program, when on sale ($189). Then, provide
one or two lectures at business meetings that don’t have an
entertainment program. The GAAC club is aso interested
in sharing the series for education of their members as well.
There are enough lectures to cover three to four years of
monthly business meetings.

In the next few months | plan to have dates set for future
speakers (4) at NSAAC club meetings.

If you have questions or comments email me: jefoy at
comcast.net

James Foy,
President

Minutes of the NSAAC Business Mesting,
August 1%, 2008

President Foy called the August Business Meeting of the
NSAAC to order at 8:105 PM. There were 4 members
present plus 5 Board members. There was not an official
quorum,; information only meeting.

Secretary: no report

Treasurer:

We are solvent. Treasurer paid the third quarter rent to the
VMP. The club CD rolled over automaticaly and he is
going to roll the land fund CD over in afew weeks.

M embership:
There was 1 new member since the last business meeting,

Lenny Simonelli of Boxford.

Early Meeting Announcements:
Open forum on the agenda after New Business

Committee Reports:

Y oung Astronomers Program:
No update




Merrimack College:
Dick Drown had bad weather for two Wednesday nights.

Salem State:
Dennis Gudzevich reported that the observatory is closed
for the summer.

Entertainment Report:
Kevin plans to do another constellation conversation this
year and would like for more members doing these.

Jm Foy contacted ATMOB club and has gotten four
members who will give talks this coming year. We would
like to involve Russ and the Astronomy Dept and have a
few talks at the College. We can have separate meeting
with some of these speakers at another time.

David Leclerc will do an outdoor presentation on star
hopping on a clear business meeting night in the coming
months.

Star Party Committee:

Thefollowingisalist of upcoming star parties for thisyear:
Saturday, August 30", Fife and Drum Camp, Rebecca
Nurse Homestead, Danvers, MA.

Saturday, September 20", Maudslay State Park,
Newburyport, MA.

Thursday, September 25" Essex Nationa Heritage
Commission, Trails and Sails Events, Bradley Palmer State
Park.

Friday, September 26" Essex Nationa Heritage
Commission, Trails and Sails Program at Veasey Memorial
Park.

Thursday, October 30", Proctor School, Topsfield, MA.

Telescope Clinic:
No requests for this month.

News, Correspondence and Upcoming Activities:
Nothing new.

Old Business:
We currently have 96 membersin good standing,

Dark Park—There has been two events already this year at
Dark Park. Reminder to members to send any photos that
anyone may have take at these events, Discussed again the
option of leaving one key at the observing site in case the
key at the gate has been removed accidentally. Kevin is
going to have some more keys made. The board will
discuss the options and propose some action at the next
business meeting.

The President asked if anyone was interested in becoming
the membership director. See Jim Foy if interested.

New Business.
President is going to order another 1000 club business
cards.

The president is working with Michael Deneen to update
the web page with new board members and contact
information. Plan to add a star party website page.

The annual club picnic was held July 19 at Kevin Ackert’s
house. In addition to Kevin's family there were five club
members in attendance. A good time was has by all.

President discussed purchases of the DV Ds on Astronomy
from the Learning Company. He will find out about the
prices and suggest that the Board look into approving the
purchases.

President brought up having a 20" anniversary event
commemorating the forming of the NSAAC. It has been
suggested that we could have a catered event at Veasey
with music and entertainment. We will suggest this to the
board and discuss it at a future business meeting.

Entertainment for the evening was watching a DVD on
Cosmology.

Board meeting is scheduled for Tuesday August 12th at
7:00 PM

Mesting adjourned at 8:43 PM.

Respectively submitted,
John Habbs, Secretary NSAAC

NSAAC Annual Picnic

The 2008 Annua Club Picnic was held a Kevin Ackert’'s
house in Billerica on Saturday, July 19". Five members and



their families attended for a total of about fifteen people.
The temperature hit 99.4° and the pool was a popular spot!

Solar observing via a 5° MAK with a Badar filter, and a
Corona PST revealed a very quiet sun with no sun spots and
one small prominence. We enjoyed an afternoon under the
shade on the deck having dogs, burgers, and dipping fruit in
chocolate.

Honorary member Chris McCarthy was there and told
stories about the early yearsin the club and past picnics.

Kevin Ackert

Star Party News
The star party season has begun. Star parties scheduled for
the coming year are:

Saturday, August 30", Fife and Drum Camp, Rebecca
Nurse Homestead, Danvers, MA.

Saturday, September 20", Maudslay State Park,
Newburyport, MA.

Thursday, September 25", Essex Nationa Heritage
Commission, Trails and Sails Events, Bradley Palmer State
Park.

Friday, September 26", Essex National Heritage
Commission, Trails and Sails Program at Veasey Memorial
Park.

Thursday, October 30", Proctor School, Topsfield, MA.

The star party at Bradley Pamer State Park is a kickoff
event for the Essex National Heritage Commission Trails
and Sails Event for this year. This is a two month event
where people are encouraged to get out and do outdoor
things. The kickoff meeting is a paid, catered, event so
sponsors can show what events are going to take place.
There may be a lot off people at this event and the
following one on Friday night at Veasey. We would like to
have as many scopes as possible for the events. Please keep
these datesin mind and try to support them if possible.

John Hobbs,
Sar Party Coordinator

Help Wanted

Below is a list of positions which need to be filled in our
club. Please consider volunteering for one of these positions
if you have the means. Please contact any Board member
with questions about these positions.

Membership Director

Theresa Earleisfilling in while we find someoneto fill this
position. Please consider serving the club by volunteering
for thisimportant position.

Star Party Volunteers
Please check the Star Party schedule and help out if you are
able.

A Report From the North — Starpour and Stellarain

August 8, 2008, the thirteenth day of my fourteen day
vacation in New Hampshire. It has rained everyday with the
exception of four, and storms threatened on those days. |
did manage to have one good night with my 12.5 inch DOB
on July 29" from my friend's farm in Tamworth.
Exceptionally dark and steady skies allowed me to enjoy
the wonders of Sagittarius and the rest of the Milky Way for
many hours. | had gone out that night to make sure | got
some observing in “just in case” the vacation turned out to
be awash.



On Friday, August 1, the highly anticipated New Moon
weekend at Starport was in jeopardy. Dan and Dennis were
on standby and made the decision not to go that afternoon. |
had stuff with me that | had to give Barrie, so | called and
asked him if he wanted to go to Stellafane on Saturday. |
would drive over Friday night, observe if feasible, and we'd
drive the 130 mile round trip to Stellafane the next day.

The fifty five mile trip to Starport from Madison was
mostly cloudy with a few breaks, but when | got there the
skies where clear overhead with clouds on the horizon 360°
around. We were in the center of a donut. Mark O’ Connor
was there and we set up my 12.5 DOB. It was not a night
for Godzilla. Transparency was poor and we watched
lightning in the south and west for an hour. Mark went to
bed. Right around midnight the skies cleared up amazingly.
| put the bino viewers in and looked at Jupiter at high
magnification and was blown away by the image! The little
curly cue cloud tops were well defined and looked three
dimensional! Barrie went in to wake up Mark, but by the
time he made it to the field the conditions reversed
themselves, very fast! A dark cloud lingering to the south
was heading right towards us rapidly. By the time | was dl
packed up we were in a dense cloud with ten feet of
visibility. Thus ended the night. Oh, | forgot to mention that
Mark and | saw the ISS in my DOB. That, and Jupiter,
made the night’s effort worth it.

Saturday morning the three of us headed to Stellafane in
Barrie's hybrid car to save on gas. We all figured it would
be a good way to salvage an astronomica weekend. Our
upbeat spirit from the drive and excitement about Stellafane
faded very quickly when we arrived at the gate and saw the
price of admission for those unfortunate souls who had not
pre-registered, $40.00.

Forty dollars each... one hundred and twenty dollars for the
three of us to walk around and see old friends for a few
hours, which is basically what we did. As we walked
around the price of admission hung over us as like the dark
clouds above. We knew that it would take more than they
had to offer for us to fee we got our worth. The $5.00
Philly Cheese Steak sandwich seemed like a great deal.
Maybe their goa with the un-registered gate price was to
reduce the number of day visitors. It worked, there were far
fewer people this year. When the rain started we headed to
the pavilion and attended a PowerPoint demonstration on a
very interesting telescope design called a CHief, which is a
reflector with offset secondary optics. | was disappointed
that he had not brought the actual telescope.

New Hampshire has had the second wettest July in history,
and as of today August has surpassed its average rainfall for
the month. We have another shot at Starport over Labor
Day weekend. Maybe skies will clear by then. Meanwhile

Alan’s words about moving from New England due to the
weather keep haunting the back of my mind.

Kevin Ackert

Getting to Veasey Memorial Park

From Interstate 95 north, take the Route 133 west (54B)
exit, and follow it into Georgetown Center. Go straight
through the light, now on Route 97N. Go about 1.5 miles
and take a left onto Salem Street (Tea Garden Restaurant at
this intersection). Stay on Salem Street and turn left onto
Washington Street. VMP isdown a bit on theright.

Directions to all of the NSAAC observing sites are
available on our web site®“ About” page at:
http://www.nsaac.org/about.htm

Contact I nformation

For more information about the club and its activities,
contact Therese Earle, Membership Director, email:
membership at nsaac.org or contact Jim Foy, President, e-
mail president at nsaac.org.

Our club web siteis; http://www.nsaac.org.

The Celestial Observer is edited by Leor Zolman.
Feedback, and member contributions are welcome. Contact:
newsl etter at nsaac.org.

Suggestions regarding the content of the NSAAC web site
are aways welcome; Please email webmaster at nsaac.org
with your idess.

E-Mail Listserve

If you have email access and are an NSAAC member in
good standing, you may want to subscribe to the email
notification system that Lew Gramer established for the
Club in 1996. Thisis a “members only” system that places
you in contact with other members for late breaking news
concerning spontaneous observing activities, outings, tech
talk, etc. You can subscribe by emailing your request to the
address below. Y our message should look like this:

To: majordomo at nsaac.org
Subject: Email list (you can put anything here)
Body: subscribe NSAAC Full-Name <email-address>

To remove yourself from the email list, or to temporarily

suspend delivery from the list or access your other options,

please use our “ Subscriber Settings” Web page:
http://lists.nsaac.org/mail man/listinfo/nsaac#subscribers




