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From the President 

Astronomers across the world are planning events to 
celebrate the International Year of Astronomy 2009 (IYA 
2009).  The vision provided by the International 
Astronomical Union is to give the opportunity for people 
around the world to discover astronomy and their place in 
the universe.  The first step is for NSAAC members to get 
involved and support the program.  A good place to start is 
to visit the website, www.astronomy2009.org.  As of 
January 100 nations plan to participate.  IYA 2009 marks 
the 400th anniversary of the invention of the telescope by 
Han Lipperhay in 1608. 
 
The best way to support IYA 2009 is to participate in or 
sponsor events that give participants a chance to look 
through a telescope and observe the moon or planets or 
deep sky object.  While they are at the telescope observing, 
point out details about the object and talk about the effects 
of light pollution.  This is also an excellent opportunity to 
raise general awareness about light pollution.  NSAAC 
sponsors several star parties each year, which I estimate 
gives about 2000 people per year a chance to look through a 
telescope.  Come and participate in the party. 
 
For the ninth year, NSAAC is sponsoring Astronomy Day, 
May 10th, at Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary.  The 
presentation by Gary Meehan is “The Night Sky of Spring” .  
The program starts at 7:30 PM.  In addition to this, two 
“Guerilla Astronomy Teams” , will set-up at public 
locations and give people a chance to look through a 
telescope. 
 
Dark Park Sponsors have the magnetic key holders and are 
available to open the site for observations on Friday and 
Saturday nights.  Look for announcements on the club list 
server from NSAAC members that plan to observe at this 
site. 
 

For those without email access, please call Jim Foy at 978-
470-3902 to make arrangements to observe at Dark Park. 
 
NSAAC members have an open invitation to observe at 
Starport, NH.  If interested in observing at Starport, please 
contact Barrie Sawyer and look for announcements on the 
club list server. 
 
Young Astronomers Program (YAP):  Kevin Ackert plans 
to send letters to schools before the end of this school year 
asking for help from teachers to get students to write essays 
about why they are interested in astronomy.  These essays 
will be sent to NSAAC and winners will be selected for 
various prizes such as telescopes and binoculars.  NSAAC 
has an inventory of these items and plans to give these away 
next year. 
 
If you have questions or comments, please email me: jefoy 
at comcast.net 
 
James Foy, 
President 
 
 
Minutes of the NSAAC Business Meeting, 
May 2nd, 2008 

President Foy called the April Business Meeting of the 
NSAAC to order at 8:17 PM.  There were 11 members 
present plus 4 Board members.  There was an official 
quorum.   
 
Secretary:   The minutes of the April business meeting were 
accepted by acclamation. 
 
Treasurer: We are solvent.  The Treasurer has transitioned 
the books to the new accounting system and gave a brief 
report.  The Treasurer made a recommended that we 
transfer only $300 to the land fund.  Discussion on why put 
any new money in the fund and the treasurer indicated that 
the $300 had to be added to the land fund because that 
amount was from donations earmarked for the land fund.   
 
Membership: 
No new members since the last business meeting. 
 
Early Meeting Announcements:   
 
Open forum on the agenda after New Business. 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Young Astronomers Program: 
Kevin Ackert’s immediate plan is to send out a letter in 
May to schools asking for help with the program, Members 



are requested to send in contact information for any schools 
they would like to be included in the program. Kids submit 
essays through the school with the help of the club and the 
schools.  The club selects the best essay and makes rewards 
based on the essays.  We will start this activity in the fall. 
 
Merrimack College: 
Kevin had a large group of students the 3rd week of the 
month and Fred Sammartino had over 40 visitors the last 
week of this month. 
 
Salem State: 
Dennis Gudzevich reported that he had over 30 people at 
the observatory and that they found the observatory via 
advertisements put up by the college.  
 
Entertainment Report: 
Kevin plans to do another constellation conversation this 
year and would like for more members doing these.   
 
Jim Foy will be contacting ATMOB club to get information 
on how they get their speakers. 
 
David Leclerc will do an outdoor presentation on star 
hopping on a clear business meeting night in the coming 
months.. 
 
Star Party Committee: 
There was a star party at the Trahan Elementary School 
May 1st with Brewster LaMacchia giving the presentations 
to about 100 students.  Scopes were provided, by Jim Foy, 
Kevin Ackert, Ted Blank, and Jim Bastable.  The school 
made a $250 donation to the club. 
 
Friday May 16th there will be a star party at the Bell 
Elementary School in Marblehead MA.  This party will 
start with the presentation at 8:00 PM. This is the last 
scheduled star party for this school year. 
 
Telescope Clinic: No customers tonight. 
 
News, Correspondence and Upcoming Activities: 
Members who attended NEAF discussed the event.  
 
 
Old Business: 
Marc O’Connor has presented some of his ideas for the 
improved club logo.  There was favorable discussion of 
some of his ideas and he would like to attend a board 
meeting and present his ideas for the board discussion.   
 
Astronomy Day is May 10th.  IRWS has scheduled a 
program featuring Gary Meehan.  Two proposed Guerilla 
sites are Newburyport and Gloucester.  Kevin has started 

making posters and will pair up with Rick Margolies for 
Billerica.  Need volunteers for other sites. 
 
Bookkeeping Transition-- The old treasurer still needs to 
meet with the new President to update signature 
requirements for the CD and new checkbook.   
 
Dark Park—The club currently has five dark park sponsors:  
Alan Peters, Bill Drown, Kevin Ackert, Jim Foy, and John 
Hobbs.  They have magnetic key holders and the plan is to 
have a sponsor open the gate and leave the key in the 
designated safe place.  The last person out makes sure the 
gate is locked, takes the key and makes arrangements to 
return it to the sponsor.  Please limit discussion of the site to 
the club list server and business meeting. 
 
New Business: 
President is going to order another 1000 club business 
cards. 
 
Barrie Sawyer has given the club a standing invitation for 
Starport for the summer.  However, this month’s new moon 
has been clouded out and the weather is not cooperating.  
Contact Barrie if you plan to go to Starport. 
 
Members discussed the idea of an Astronomy Café used by 
other clubs where they meet before or after the meeting and 
have dinner and dessert.  If the club has an outside speaker 
he is invited and the club pays for this dinner.  Even with 
out a speaker this might be a means to get together and talk 
about astronomy.  At the end the members attending split 
the bill.  This will be discussed at future business meeting.   
 
The newsletter editor has requested that members attending 
club events take pictures and submit them for inclusion in 
the monthly newsletter.  Also, he would like a volunteer to 
write a column on observation highlights for inclusion in 
the newsletter.  Volunteers should contact Jim Foy. 
 
The annual club picnic has been set for July 19 with a rain 
date of the 20th at Kevin Ackert’s house. 
 
Board meeting is scheduled for Monday May 12th at 7:00 
PM 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:20 PM. 
 
Respectively submitted, 
John Hobbs, Secretary NSAAC 
 

Treasurer ’s Report 

The transition to our new bookkeeping system is complete 
and the books are balanced. 
 



As of newsletter deadline date (May 7) we have only 
eighteen members who have not paid their 2008 dues. 
That’s really a good number compared to prior years. These 
members will receive one more appeal in May, and 
members who have not paid their dues as of the June 
business meeting (June 6) will be loose their membership 
privileges. 
 
The late fee for dues was done away with last year, 
however, the renewal form on our website did not reflect 
this change (still doesn’ t). To those of you that paid the 
$5.00 late fee in error, the money was put to General 
Membership Donations. If you paid the late fee and would 
prefer to have a refund please contact me. 
 
We currently have on-line submission of registration and 
renewal forms on our website, but not for payments. Our 
goal is to have PayPal service working for on-line payments 
by renewal season next year. 
 
At the same time we were transitioning from old treasurer 
to new, Sky & Telescope was changing their mailing 
address and contact person with a less than intuitive letter. 
If you renewed through the club in February to April there 
may have been an extra delay processing. Hope nobody 
missed any issues! BTW, if you have your S&T Club 
renewal form you can now send it directly to S&T with a 
check made out to them. They verify membership with us 
once a year. You can also still send the check via the club, 
but please make it out to Sky Publishing, not to NSAAC. 
 
Kevin Ackert, 
Treasurer 
 

Star  Par ty News 

There was a star party at the Trahan Elementary School 
May 1st with Brewster LaMacchia giving the presentations 
to about 100 students.  Scopes were provided by Jim Foy, 
Kevin Ackert, Ted Blank, and Jim Bastable.  The school 
made a $250 donation to the club. 
 
Friday May 16th there will be a star party at the Bell 
Elementary School in Marblehead MA.  This party will 
start with the presentation at 8:00 PM with observing 
starting about 8:45PM. This is the last scheduled star party 
for this school year. 
 
The Star Party Committee thanks all our members who take 
the time to support these activities. 
 
John Hobbs, 
Star Party Coordinator 
 
 

Young Astronomer Program 

A letter will be mailed to the schools in the YAP database 
in late May announcing the program for the fall/winter 
season. It will contain an abstract of the planned program 
and a request for feedback from the educators during the 
summer months.  
 
We currently have only middle schools in the database and 
are expanding the program to include  fourth and fifth 
graders. I am asking members to help me populate the YAP 
database with elementary schools by sending me contact 
information on one in their town. I need the principals 
name, school name, and mailing address. Phone numbers 
and/or email if you have them. I realize that this 
information is available on the internet but it takes a lot of 
time to gather and compile it all. That is why I’d like your 
help. I thank you in advance. 
 
Kevin Ackert 
 

 
by Barrie Sawyer 

 
Reflecting Back 

  
This month I discovered that turning sixty is not getting old 
but rather becoming well practiced at being middle aged.  I 
have been an amateur stargazer for 48 years and in that time 
I have seen a lot of changes in the science of astronomy and 
how we amateurs enjoy it.  When I first started out a 10 
inch scope was considered large and only the most 
dedicated amateurs had them.  I owned a classic 6 inch 
Dynascope RV-6 and even then I hungered for just a little 
more light grasp.  Now we have big Dobs, computerized 
scopes, digital cameras, outrageously expensive eyepieces 
that give stunning views, just to name a few advances.  
Publishers and the Web give us access to more detailed 
information to suit practically everyone’s particular needs.  
Clubs like NSAAC are now more numerous and thanks to 
NASA and the media more people have at least some 
interest in the sky.   
 
The biggest change over the years is, of course, in our 
understanding of what we look at.  For me, there is real 
thrill in every detail I can summon up about I am looking at 
in the eyepiece.  That the Virgo Cluster is a real cluster, a 
point of light is a quasar, that many nebulas are expanding 
at hundreds of miles per second, seeding the galaxy with 
heavy elements are just some of the details that enrich my 
enjoyment of being under a dark sky.  However, as science 
writer Chet Raymo pointed out, the greatest achievement of 
the twentieth century is the discovery of human ignorance.  
The recent revelations of dark matter and dark energy 



highlight that what we know is dwarfed by what we don’ t 
know or as Raymo put it; “Our knowledge is like an island 
surrounded by a sea of infinite mystery.”   Rather than be 
discouraged, I am glad that there will always be wonderful 
mysteries and discoveries to enrich and expand our minds 
and spirits.  I am looking forward to the next sixty years. 
 
There is a Japanese Zen koan or riddle painting showing an 
old poet in boat looking at a flock of geese flying by.  The 
riddle is: How does the poet catch the geese?  And the 
answer is: He has already caught them.    
 
Clear Skies, 
Barrie 
 

Summer Starpor t Schedule 
 
Barrie Sawyer will be hosting star parties at Starport for 
NSAAC members, their friends, and family on all New 
Moon weekends this summer. Starport (for those who don’ t 
know) is Barrie’s mountaintop residence in Groton, NH (12 
miles from Plymouth, NH). Starport is 102 miles from the 
intersection of I-93 and I-495. There is a very large cleared 
field with a road and a paved area. The dark skies there are 
some of the best in New England. 
 

 
 
The new moon weekends this summer are: 

May 31 – June 1 
June 27 – 28 and/or July 4 – 5 
August 1 – 2 
August 29 – 31 (Labor Day Weekend) 

 
Accommodations include a house with a few bedrooms, a 
couch, lots of floor space, a garage with floor space, a pop-
up camper that sleeps two, and plenty of room to pitch a 
tent or camper. There are also some motels a few miles 
away. The house will be available all night for bathrooms 
and breaks from observing, and of course coffee. Hose 

accommodations are on a first come, first serve basis. 
Community meals on Friday and Saturday are typical. A tip 
jar is available for those wishing to thank Barrie for the 
meals. 
 
Godzilla, the monster 36 inch Dobsonian reflector, will be 
there seeking out galaxy clusters millions of light years 
away. You are welcome to bring any instrument of your 
own, or just come along and mooch views from someone 
else! 
 
Amateur astronomers, please come and take advantage of 
this wonderful venue! You are very welcome even if we’ve 
never met you! 
 
Danni and Barrie Sawyer  
(Written by Kevin Ackert) 
 

NSAAC Annual Picnic 
 
The 2008 Annual Club Picnic will be held a Kevin Ackert’s 
house in Billerica on Saturday, July 19, rain date Sunday, 
July 20. Bring towel and bathing trunks if you want to jump 
in the pool. We’ ll have burgers, hot dogs, salads and non-
alcoholic drinks.  Feel free to bring something if you’d like. 
Solar observing from the driveway and games in the back 
yard. I’ ll need a head count to estimate how much food and 
drink should be purchased, so please let me know as soon 
as you know if you’ re coming. 
 
Kevin Ackert 
 
Getting to Veasey Memor ial Park 

From Interstate 95 north, take the Route 133 west (54B) 
exit, and follow it into Georgetown Center.  Go straight 
through the light, now on Route 97N.  Go about 1.5 miles 
and take a left onto Salem Street (Tea Garden Restaurant at 
this intersection).  Stay on Salem Street and turn left onto 
Washington Street. VMP is down a bit on the right. 
 
Directions to all of the NSAAC observing sites are 
available on our web site©s “About”  page at:  
        http://www.nsaac.org/about.htm 
 
Contact Information 

For more information about the club and its activities, 
contact Therese Earle,  Membership Director, email: 
membership at nsaac.org or contact Jim Foy, President, e-
mail president at nsaac.org. 
 
 
 
 



Step Right Up Folks… 
 
Few people other than my family and closest friends have 
heard the stories from the first twenty-five years of my life, 
but those who have tell me I should write a book. I plan to 
someday, but for now I’ ll tell you that I left home at the age 
of sixteen and joined a carnival, and my adventures for the 
following three years will someday fill a chapter or two in 
that book. The first question people often ask when they 
hear this is, “What did you do in the carnival?”  Well, I was 
The Guesser, the age old professor, who’d guess your 
name, your age, your weight, your occupation, the month 
you were born, or the car you drive, and in the case of 
pretty young women I would often try for their phone 
number. Carnies have a saying, “You can leave the show, 
but the show will never leave you.”  This is true, for if 
you’ re ever with it you cannot see a carnival or pass by one 
without feeling the pull. 
 
Thus was the case last night when I rendezvoused with Rick 
Margolies for our Guerilla Sidewalk Astronomy event for 
Astronomy Day. I had planned to do the event near a video 
rental store and a Chinese restaurant in Billerica center, but 
after grabbing a coffee and making a trip to my bank a 
block down the street, I saw that Fiesta Shows had set up 
their annual carnival in the parking lot of Billerica Mall. I 
had considered Billerica Mall as a venue because the 
lighting was less there, but it is a ghost town at night and 
had decided I’d get more hits at the other venue. I met Rick 
and his son Michael and we decided to set up by the 
carnival. 
 
Parking spots near the entrance were scarce and the lights 
were bright, so we went to an area on the end of the 
midway towards a second parking lot where there were still 
plenty of marks (people going to the carnival) and less 
lighting. I set up my 12.5 DOB while Rick and Michael set 
up their 8 inch. My daughter had made a poster for the 
event. Most of the marks were coming and going to the 
show. Many of them were not passing within sight of our 
poster. The sights and sounds of the midway overtook me 
and I started hawking them in. “Free views of Saturn! Free 
views of the Moon!”  We learned quickly that people 
coming off the midway were suspicious. “How much?”  
some of them wanted to know. “ It’ s free! Celebrate 
Astronomy Day!”  
 
I’ ve done a lot of star parties. The big difference is that at a 
star party people are expecting it. With Guerilla Astronomy 
you get people who are really caught off guard by what they 
are seeing. There are those that take a two second look and 
then run off, but you also get those that seem as if they are 
experiencing a great awakening, as if they were seeing their 
own birth or something. It was rewarding in a gratifying 
way that I hadn’ t experienced at an organized star party. All 

in all we estimate that about forty to fifty people stopped in 
for looks, including one policeman who talked to Rick for 
awhile about equipment. We gave out our business cards 
and invited people to visit the website.  
 
At this same carnival in May of 2002 while my 
granddaughter enjoyed the show, I was showing people the 
greatest planetary conjunction of our lifetime, when we 
could see all six un-aided eye planets lined up at once. This 
carnival is always this time of May. Perhaps it will coincide 
with Astronomy Day next year and we can plan a few more 
scopes. 
 
After Rick and Michael left and I had packed up my stuff I 
took a stroll down the midway to buy my favorite junk 
food, a caramel apple. A carnie called to me from the 
basketball game. “Take a free shot guy!”  he said as he held 
out the ball to me. “  I’m with it.”  I replied,”  and he nodded 
to me. 
 
Kevin Ackert 
 

 
Rick and Michael. 

 
A mark looking through Rick’s DOB. 


