From the President

In the April issue of the Celestial Observer, Kevin thanked
past board members. | would aso like to extend my
appreciation to those board members for al their hard work
and service that has made the NSAAC a strong
organization. | look forward to working with the newly
elected 2008 Board of Directors and serving the club.

Kevin has been President for four years and has made
several improvements to the club. To mention just a few
that come to mind, The Young Astronomers Program,
NSAAC Telescope Clinic, redesigned website, adding cut-
off fixtures and a timer for the “death ray” that made
observing at Veasey better, etc. Join me to extend a big
Thank you - Kevin!! - For all the excellent service and
dedication.

We have worked out a plan to make Dark Park more
accessible to club members. Basically, there are four
sponsors, Kevin Ackert, Alan Peters, Bill Drown and Jim
Foy who have a key. If you are interested in observing at
Dark Park on a Friday or Saturday night, send an
announcement to the club list server. Then, coordinate with
one of the sponsors to make sure the gate is opened. The
sponsor will leave the key in a magnetic key holder
attached to gate for those that arrive/leave throughout the
night. The last person leaving the site will take the key and
then coordinate with a sponsor to return the key. Please
remember to keep the gate locked at al times. | encourage
club members to observe at Dark Park. Look for future
announcements on the club list server when members plan
to be there and comejoin us.

For those without email access, please call Jim Foy at 978-
470-3902 to make arrangements to observe at Dark Park.

Spring brings the galaxy viewing season and most of the
snow hasmelted in Dark Park

Astronomy Day for 2008 is May 10. Asin past years, we
have a program scheduled at Ipswich River Wildlife
Sanctuary. Gary Meehan will give a presentation, which
will be followed by observations. Look for announcements
on the club list server for when and how many volunteers
are needed to help with observations. We are also planning
to set up telescopes in areas where a lot of people are
expected, and to provide the opportunity for people to
personally look through a telescope at the moon, a planet or
deep sky object. Thisisusually afirst for most people and
they tend to remember it. So far four members have plans
to participate.

I would like to thank Rick Margolies who created a design
for NSAAC business cards and had 500 “good looking”
business cards printed. In the process of designing the
business card, it became clear that the current logo needed
an upgrade of the digital quality. Additiona thanks to
Kevin Salemme at Merrimac College for completing the
digital upgrade and Russell Pinizzotto for facilitating the
work. We now have an upgraded electronic version of our
club logo (see old on left versus new on right)

The business cards are available to all members. If you have
guestions or comments email me:jef oy @comcast.net

James Foy,
President



Upcoming events:

April 24-25, 2008: The Third Annual Northeast Imaging
Conference, Preceding NEAF.

April 26-27: 17th Annual Northeast Astronomy Forum and
Telescope Show.

For additional information on both events visit:
www.RocklandA stronomy.com

NSAAC Welcomes Our New Members:

Ted Blank of Hampton, NH

Linda Sargent of Tewksbury, MA
Stephen Sargent of Tewksbury, MA
Patrick Amoroso of Winthrop, MA

Theresa Earle,
Membership Director

Minutes of the NSAAC Business Mesting,
April 4th, 2008

President Foy caled the April Business Meeting of the
NSAAC to order a 8:17 PM. There were 10 members
present plus 4 Board members. There was an official
quorum.

Secretary: The minutes of the March business meeting
were accepted by acclamation.

Treasurer:

We are solvent. The Treasurer gave a brief report and said
that we now are down to 29 members who have not
renewed. Mentioned that we typically move $1K into the
land fund and he will make a recommendation to the board.
Rent to VMP is $600/year. We have banked 54 work hours
to our VMP work requirement. The club has donated the
overhead projector to D’ Acres.

Membership:
Four new members since the last meeting:

Ted Blank from Hampton, NH

Linda Sargent from Tewksbury, MA
Stephan Sargent from Tewksbury, MA
Patrick Amroso from Winthrop, MA
Committee Reports

Early Meeting Announcements:

Star party this Sunday evening at the Cashman School in
Amesbury with Jim Foy giving the presentation. If a clear
night about 100 students expected.

Sanborn School donated $250 to the club for the star party
given this past week.

Monday May 12" star party moved to the fall.

500 new cards with the logo have been made up. These can
be distributed at star parties and other club events.

A new Logo done in Photoshop looks great and has been
uploaded to the website,

Open forum on the agenda after New Business.

Committee Reports:

Y oung Astronomers Program:

Kids submit essays through the school with the help of the
club and the schools. The club selects the best essay and
makes rewards based on the essays. We will gart this
activity in thefall.

Salem State:

Dennis Gudzevich reported that he had 12 people at the
observatory and that they found the observatory viathe club
website. There was a meeting with Todd Wimpfheimer, the
current department chair, and some club members on March
25. He hasindicated that he is interested in how the school
can work with NSAAC.

Entertainment Report:

Kevin plans to do another constellation conversation this
year and would like for more members doing these. The
entertainment for the evening will be a presentation by Jim
Foy entitled “The Dynamic Sun 4.0"

Jim Foy will be contacting ATMOB club to get information
on how they get their speakers.

Star Party Committee:
Friday April 11" star party for the Chelmsford Land
Conservation Trust, Chelmsford. MA.

Monday May 12" star party for the friends of Fort Hill Park
in Lowell, MA has been postponed until the fall.

Friday May 16" there will be a star party at the Bell
Elementary School in Marblehead MA. This party will
start with the presentation at 7:30PM.

Telescope Clinic:
No customers tonight.




News, Correspondence and Upcoming Activities:
We received a thank you note and a $250 donation from the
Sanborn Elementary School for the April 2™ star party.

Old Business:

Marc O’ Connor has presented some of his ideas for the
improved club logo. There was favorable discussion of
some of hisideas and he would like to attend the next board
meeting and present hisideas for the board discussion.

Russ Pinizzotto had a graphics expert improve the graphics,
color resolution or our current logo. Looks much better!

There was a discussion of proposals for the dark park keys.
1) Purchase a small lock box for 3 keys, 2) purchase a
waterproof outer box for the lock box, and 3) build a small
bird house that is commonly found in State Parks and attach
this to a tree near the entrance and hid the lock box in it.
Also discussed an alternate plan with members to have
rotating Dark Park sponsors who will make sure key is
available, monitor use, make sure that the park facilities are
not damaged etc. Jim Foy and Alan Peters have
volunteered. We aso need to contact the Topsfield Police
department to make them aware of the club’'s activities in
the venue.

Astronomy Day is May 10" IRWS has scheduled a
program featuring Gary Meehan. Two proposed Guerilla
sites are Newburyport and Gloucester. Kevin has started
making posters and will pair up with Rick Margolies for
Billerica, Tewksbury, or Carlisle. Need volunteersfor other
sites.

Bookkeeping Transition-- Outgoing treasurer provided
fiscal year end report. The treasurer still needs to meet with
the new President to update signature requirements for the
CD and new checkbook. Treasurer needs to get an update
of club assets from the Sales chairman.

New Business.

Three days of painting at VMP were completed and we
have banked 54 hours of service which fulfills our
agreement with VMP.  The club thanks to al who
participated and helped out.

Rick Margolies completed design of the NSAAC business
card and also upgraded the club logo which was used on the
new cards. Has ordered 500 cards and expects them to be
finished in early April.

Members discussed the idea of an Astronomy Café used by
other clubs where they meet before or after the meeting and
have dinner and dessert. If the club has an outside speaker
he isinvited and the club pays for this dinner. Even without

a speaker this might be a means to get together and talk
about astronomy. At the end the members attending split
the bill. Thiswill be discussed at future business meeting.

The newsdletter editor has requested that members attending
club events take pictures and submit them for inclusion in
the monthly newsletter. Also, would like a volunteer to
write a column on observation highlights for inclusion in
the newsletter. Volunteers should contact Jim Foy.

Members should pencil in possible Starport event for the
new moon in May.

Board meeting is scheduled for Monday April 14th at 7:00
PM

Mesting adjourned at 9:04 PM.

Respectively submitted,
John Habbs, Secretary

Star Party News

There was a Star Party at the Sanborn Elementary School in
Andover, Ma, on Tuesday April 2, with about 100 students.
Brewster LaMacchia gave two staggered indoor
presentations. Observing scopes were provided by Jim Foy,
Bill Drown, Jm Koerth, Jm Bastable, and a new club
member. It was a very clear night and the students had an
excellent event and the school made a $250 donation to the
club.

On Sunday April 6, there was a star party for the Cashman
School of Amesbury, MA. Jim Foy again gave his well
received indoor presentation. However, the rain gods
appeared and only 10 students braved the weather and came
to the event.

The next scheduled star parties are:

Friday April 11, for the Chelmsford Land Conservation
Trust, contact Kevin Ackert if interested in helping out.
Friday May 16, for the Bell Elementary School in
Marblehead.

The Star Party Committee thanks all our members who take
the time to support these activities.

John Hobbs,
Sar Party Coordinator
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by Barrie Sawyer

A Pilgrimageto Mt. Palomar

When | was about twelve years old | read a book called The
Glass Giant of Palomar. Forty eight years later | was
finally able to fulfill the promise | made to myself to go see
it for myself. Dedicated in 1948, the 200 inch Hale
Telescope was the Hubble Space Telescope of its day;
complete with its cost overruns, design fiascoes and
schedule delays. It was the dream of a man who suffered
mentally and physically. George Ellery Hale believed an
elf would visit him to give him advice. He died ten years
before the great telescope saw first light. After al this
time, it isstill a productive engineering marvel:

The whole scope weighs 1100 tons; the movable part
weighs 500 tons...

Y et you move the whole thing by hand.

The dome is 1000 tons and 137 wide; just afew feet shorter
than the Pantheon.

The mirror weighs 145 tons and 5 tons of glass
were polished off the face to create an F3.3 surface accurate
to 4 millionths of an inch.

The mirror was shipped to the west coast over rail in an
armored casing,

It was a good idea since it arrived in California with bullet
pockmarks in the casing,

It used to be cleaned periodicaly with a mixture of fine
chalk dust and Wildroot Hair Cream.

The chief operator of the telescope® controls is not an
astronomer but a former barber, because “nobody in their
right mind would let an astronomer touch the controls one
of the most powerful telescopes on earth.”

Next to seeing it person perhaps the most rewarding part of
the whole trip was buying a book in the small on-site gift
shop (as well as a hat, two shirts, a patch, a mug, etc.,). In

the 1960s Maarten Schmidt using the Hale
Telescope determined that quasi-stellar radio sources were
not stars but bright sparks from the edge of Universe.

Quasars are considered to be black holes at the centers of
distant galaxies in the processof devouring whole star
systems. | always wanted to know how did he figure it out
and how did he feel about it. The book | bought, First Light
by Richard Preston, answered those questions. Schmidt told
his wife, "Something terrible happened at the office today."

He later said that he saw the path of the next twenty five
years of his life. Indeed, his discovery marked the
beginning of observational cosmology; where one tries to
discover the nature of the Cosmos by peering through a
looking glass. To learn more about the Hale Telescope®
conception, congtruction and use, | aso recommend the
book The Perfect Machine by Ronald Florence. The Hale
Telescope is more than an instrument for peering into the
deep night at the remote and terrible fires of creation. It is
in Preston®words; "a monument to the human spirit."

Clear skies,
Barrie

Getting to Veasey Memorial Park

From Interstate 95 north, take the Route 133 west (54B)
exit, and follow it into Georgetown Center. Go straight
through the light, now on Route 97N. Go about 1.5 miles
and take a left onto Salem Street (Tea Garden Restaurant at
this intersection). Stay on Salem Street and turn left onto
Washington Street. VMP isdown abit on theright.

Directions to all of the NSAAC observing sites are
available on our web site®“ About” page at:
http://www.nsaac.org/about.htm

Contact I nformation

For more information about the club and its activities,
contact Terease Earle, Membership Director, email:
membership at nsaac.org or contact James Foy, President,
e-mail at president at nsaac.org. If you have no email
access, you may phone James Foy at (978) 470-3902

Our club web siteis; http://www.nsaac.org.

The Celestial Observer is edited by Leor Zolman.
Feedback, and member contributions are welcome. Contact:
newsl etter at nsaac.org.

New development on the NSAAC web site is currently
being coordinated and implemented by Mike Deneen.
Suggestions regarding the content of the NSAAC web site
are always welcome; Please email webmaster at nsaac.org
with your ideas.




