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From the President 

I’d like to challenge NSAAC members. I want to challenge 
everyone in the club to do something of their choice to get 
more involved in your club. The energy from such a 
synergetic movement would be like a shockwave going 
through the club, and when it settled down we’d be a better, 
stronger club from it, I’m sure. It doesn’ t have to be 
something big or complicated, but then again it could be! 
Here are some ideas (in no particular order) to help get you 
started. Write an observing report to the list server; go to a 
star party; attend a club meeting; do a Constellation 
Conversation; ask for help from the Telescope Clinic; 
submit a piece to the newsletter; do a talk or presentation 
for the club; volunteer to serve on the board; post a question 
to the list server; 
attend a club 
observing event; 
email the board with 
an entertainment 
request; drop in at 
Merrimack 
Observatory on a 
clear Wednesday 
evening. If I can 
persuade half of the 
club to choose an 
item from this list 
we would all feel the 
synergy from it. 
THAT is what being 
in a club is all about. 
Take from your club, use your club, tap into its energy. 
After you have absorbed energy from the club, then try 
giving some of it back and you will experience even more 
energy. If you need a second opinion on this, just ask Alan 
Peters about how his membership has evolved, and still is 
evolving. Alan used the club for a couple of years and took 
all he could from it. Now, he is giving something back and 

has found that supporting star parties and doing 
presentations is truly an uplifting experience! 
 
I’ ve been absolutely thrilled by comet 17P Holmes! If you 
haven’ t observed it yet you must get out there and at least 
find it with binoculars. Just look for the “star”  in Perseus 
that doesn’ t belong there. In my 20X binos it looks superb 
even from illuminated areas. It has been a big hit at the star 
parties and a welcome object in a time with no early 
evening planets in the sky. What I really like best about 
comets is their unpredictability, and this one has really 
filled the bill. The photo of the comet below was taken by 
my friend Gain Lee, an amateur astronomer in England. It 
shows the rapid growth of Holmes in just ten days. 
 
We have a key to the gates and permission to use our new 
venue code named “Dark Park.”  The plan is to have John 
Tulik, myself, and a few other members observe from Dark 
Park at the earliest opportunity. We will work out all the 
details (rules) that members will need to know about using 
the site. Once these details are worked out we will form a 
mailing list called darkpark at nsaac.org. Members who 
have been familiarized on the rules can then join the 
mailing list and will be able to coordinate their usage of the 
site with others. This is necessary because we will be 
stewards of a single key. 
 
I’ ve only been an NSAAC member for eight years. I’ ve 
served on the board of directors for six of those eight years, 
four as President, and one each as Treasurer and Member 

At Large. I truly 
enjoy being 
President of the club. 
In 2007 I added a lot 
more responsibility 
in my work life. 
Although I’ve 
always been one to 
overextend myself, it 
really hit home this 
year and resulted in 
stress. Stress detracts 
from the quality of 
one’s effectiveness. I 
do not want to be 
President in 2008. If 
needed, I will fill 

one of the other board positions. I will also remain on the 
Merrimack Observatory staff and the Star Party Committee. 
I will also continue my job as list server manager, and I 
plan to put time and energy into developing the YAP 
program. 
 
With that said, the board will be asked to form an election 
committee at the November board meeting. We will be 



doing this one month earlier than in the past because of the 
important vacancies that will exist. As we know from his 
email slip to the list server, our Vice President Rick 
Margolies does not plan to serve on the board for a third 
year. If the by-laws permit it, I will volunteer to be Election 
Committee Chairman. If you have been a member of the 
club for many years and have never served on the board, 
keep an eye out for me! 
 
Clear skies, 
Kevin Ackert 
President 
 

 
Tom Rauschenbach and Jim Koerth giving help to Ron 

Brennan and his daughters at the Telescope Clinic 
 
Minutes of the NSAAC Business Meeting, 
November 2nd, 2007 

President Ackert called the November Business Meeting of 
the NSAAC to order at 8:15 PM. There was one guest: Ron 
Brennan and his two daughters. There were 11 members 
present plus 6 Board members.  There was an official 
quorum.   
 
Secretary:  The minutes of the October business meeting 
were accepted by acclamation. 
 
Treasurer: 
Treasurer gave a brief report.   
 
Membership: 
No new members since the last meeting.  
 
Committee Reports 
 
Early Meeting Announcements:   
No announcements.  Open forum on the agenda after New 
Business 
 

Committee Reports: 
 
Young Astronomers Program: 
No progress.  Board will take up options at the next board 
meeting.  Kevin Ackert has indicated that when he is no 
longer President of NSAAC, he will devote more time and 
energy to the YAP. 
 
Merrimack College: 
The observatory has a full staff.   The status page for 
Merrimack has been fixed.  Bill Drown did his first solo 
night on Halloween. 
 
Salem State: 
Dennis Gudzevich and Dick Collins got together at the 
observatory and had 4 visitors.  Dick plans to help at the 
observatory when he feels up to it. 
 
Entertainment Report: 
John Hobbs has made contact with John Briggs to see about 
another presentation on historical instruments in December 
or early next year.. 
 
Starr Party Committee: 
There was a Star Party for Moody Elementary School at 
Fort Hill Park. Lowell, MA.  There were 4 scopes provided 
by members and there were about 180 Students. 
 
Wed Nov 7 there will be a Star Party at the West 
Elementary School, Andover MA, with Brewster 
LaMacchia giving the presentation and NSAAC providing 
scopes.  100 students expected 
 
Fri Nov 16 there will be a Star Party at the Eleveth 
Elementary School in Marblehead with Jim Foy giving a 
presentation and scopes from NSAAC. About 65 students 
with parents will attend.  The star party will start at 7 PM. 
 
Wed Nov 28 there will be a Star Party at High Plains 
Elementary School in Andover with Brewster LaMacchia 
giving the presentation and scopes provided by NSAAC 
and some from ATMoB.  Rain date is Fri the 29th.  200 
students expected. 
 
There is one Star Party in December (12th with 13th cloud 
date) at Ft. Hill Park in Lowell for a neighborhood group 
called Friends of Ft. Hill Park. There will be about sixty 
people. 
 
Telescope Clinic: 
We had one guest, Ron Brennan, at the meeting for help 
with his new Vixen Telescope. 
 
News, Correspondence and Upcoming Activities: 



Sue Blaeslack from IRWS sent a letter thanking the club for 
their participation in the Oct 13th Star Party.  
 
Member Dave Fournier who is retied and RV-ing sent a 
note that he is in Florida and travels with his scope and has 
been doing sidewalk astronomy at the RV campgrounds.  
He will be sending in his membership renewal. 
 
Bird seed day will take place November 10 from 8 AM to 2 
PM at IRWS.  This is our opportunity to payback to IRWS 
for use of their facility for observing.  Coffee, donuts, and 
lunch are provided for all volunteers who come to help. 
 
Old Business: 
Baseball field light has not reoccurred recently and we are 
having a hard time making an issue out of this as the light is 
not on often.  VMP says the town does not see any 
ordinance violations. Kevin Ackert intends to write a letter 
from NSAAC to the light owner asking about it’ s planned 
use. 
 
The new Dark Park venue is now available for the club use.  
We have a key and we can use the site on Fridays and 
Saturdays.  The rules regarding usage of the park will be 
made available soon.  
 
Hats/logo purchases are still on hold awaiting a new comet 
logo. 
 
Bookkeeping transition was approved, but the software has 
not been purchased yet.  Kevin Ackert will transition the 
books and train the treasurer between now and March. 
 
New Business: 
We will form an election committee at the next board 
meeting.  Kevin Ackert has indicated that he will not run 
for president next year. 
 
The board will decide on recipients for this year’s Member 
Appreciations awards at the next board meeting. 
 
Entertainment for the evening will be a Constellation 
Conversation given by Alan Peters. 
 
Board Meeting will be Tuesday November 13 at 7:00 PM at 
VMP. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:20 PM. 
 
 
Respectively submitted, 
John Hobbs, Secretary NSAAC 
 

Ron Brennans daughters with their Vixen telescope at 
the clinic 

 

Star  Par ty News 

There was a Star Party at IRWS Sat evening Oct 13 with 
Gary Meehan giving a presentation on the deep sky.  
Scopes were provided by members of NSAAC.  Sue 
Blaeslack from IRWS sent a letter thanking the club for 
their participation in the Oct 13th Star Party.  
 
Kevin Ackert hosted a Star Party for Moody Elementary 
School at Fort Hill Park. Lowell, MA.  There were 4 scopes 
provided by members and there were about 180 Students.  
The event was such a success that the Friends of Fort Hill 
Park have contacted Kevin about having regular star parties 
for their members and the public. 
 
Wed Nov 7 there will be a Star Party at the West 
Elementary School, Andover MA, with Brewster 
LaMacchia giving the presentation and NSAAC providing 
scopes.  100 students expected 
 
Fri Nov 16 there will be a Star Party at the Eleveth 
Elementary School in Marblehead with Jim Foy giving a 
presentation and scopes from NSAAC. About 65 students 
with parents will attend.  The star party will start at 7 PM. 
 
Wed Nov 28 there will be a Star Party at High Plains 
Elementary School in Andover with Brewster LaMacchia 
giving the presentation and scopes provided by NSAAC 
and some from ATMoB.  Rain date is Fri the 29th.  200 
students expected. 
 
There is a star party at Ft. Hill Park in Lowell  Dec 12th, 
cloud date Dec 13th. About 60 people are expected. 
 
John Hobbs, 
Star Party Coordinator 



 

 
by Barrie Sawyer 

 
Nagler  Eyepieces – Where will it end? 

 
As most of you know, Televue just announced their newest 
eyepiece; the 13 mm Ethos.  It boasts a 100 degree field and 
the reviews so far are favorable.  However, as the owner of 
several Televue eyepieces, I have just one comment: 
enough already!  After I got my 20”  scope years ago, I went 
out bought the top of the line Nagler and Panoptic 
eyepieces.  I did not succumb to temptation to trade in my 
classic 13mm Nagler eyepiece when they came out  with an 
“ improved”  version.  But, I did trade my 35mm Panoptic 
for a 31mm Nagler (It was such a good deal!).  Fortunately 
(or not), I was single at the time and did not have to answer 
to anyone except maybe to the ghosts of my Scottish 
ancestors.  Where will it end?  Televue used to have a photo 
of Al Nagler holding an eyepiece that was supposedly his 
newest product.  It measured about 10”  wide and 24” long.  
Actually, it was a joke gift by the Stellafane club.  They 
used the projector lens salvaged from the Georgetown X-
rated drive-in when it was torn down..  The point is that our 
hobby is evolving and no matter what you buy today, there 
will be something newer and better out tomorrow.   So my 
advice is to buy the best you can afford today and if it 
works well and you are happy with it today, don’ t rush out 
to get the newest toy.  Yes, my 31mm Nagler is better than 
the 35mm Panoptic, but I probably would just as happy 
(and richer) if I hadn’ t  bought it.  Of the dozen or so 
eyepieces I own, I use the 31mm, 20mm and 9mm Naglers 
for almost all my observing. So, if you don’ t want to be 
seduced by eyepiece envy,  own a few good eyepieces and 
save your money.  Now, let’s see, there’s a 13% off sale on 
Televue stuff and I don’ t any Radians and I’ ll be able to 
take money from my IRAs at the end of the month…. 
 
Clear skies, 
Barrie 
 

 
Enter tainment for  December 

John Hobbs is working on having another presentation by 
Dr. John Briggs. Dr. Briggs presented earlier this year and 
we are hoping to possible have him back in December. If 
Dr. Briggs is not able to present alternative entertainment 
will be announced vial the list server. 
 
If you have a suggestion for an entertainment idea please 
submit it to us with no obligation to do it yourself. 
 

Help Wanted 

Below is a list of positions which need to be filled in our 
club. Please consider volunteering for one of these positions 
if you have the means. Please contact any Board member 
with questions about these positions 
 
President: 
No knowledge of astronomy required! Write a piece for the 
newsletter once a month. Attend meetings. Fill in a few 
cracks when needed. Occasionally field questions from 
reporters. Keep the club’s rhythm going. 
 
Board of Directors: 
Please consider filling one of the board positions.  
 
Star  Par ty Volunteers: 
As we get into the star party season, please watch for 
announcements and provide support when you can. It is a 
rewarding experience!  
 
  
Getting to Veasey Memor ial Park 

From Interstate 95 north, take the Route 133 west (54B) 
exit, and follow it into Georgetown Center.  Go straight 
through the light, now on Route 97N.  Go about 1.5 miles 
and take a left onto Salem Street (Tea Garden Restaurant at 
this intersection).  Stay on Salem Street and turn left onto 
Washington Street. VMP is down a bit on the right. 
 
Directions to all of the NSAAC observing sites are 
available on our web site©s “About”  page at:  
        http://www.nsaac.org/about.htm 
 
Contact Information 

For more information about the club and its activities, 
contact Jim Koerth,  Membership Director, email: 
membership at nsaac.org or contact Kevin Ackert, 
President, e-mail at president at nsaac.org.  If you have no 
email access, you may phone Kevin Ackert at (978) 663-
5305 
 
Our club web site is: http://www.nsaac.org. 
 
The Celestial Observer is edited by Leor Zolman. 
Feedback, and member contributions are welcome. Contact: 
newsletter at nsaac.org. 
 
New development on the NSAAC web site is currently 
being coordinated and implemented by Mike Deneen. 
Suggestions regarding the content of the NSAAC web site 
are always welcome; Please email webmaster at nsaac.org 
with your ideas. 


